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of religious orders were still in eastern Spain, but
most of the younger ones had returned to civil life, and
the Church Militant had been swept away.1 The
landlords and manufacturers had mostly escaped or
were in * sanctuary* in some consulate at Madrid.
Those who had remained had come to terms, often
very favourable terms, with their tenants and workmen.
With the 'traditional obstacles* had disappeared also
a vast accumulation of the snobbishness and class
feeling which sits so heavily on western Europe. The
removal from society of some influential castes probably
accounted for a tendency, common in all transitional
states of society, for politicians to become too import-
ant, and to ride their particular theories to death.
But it is absurd to picture Government Spain as if it
were a prey to warring and intransigent sects. Perhaps
the best reply to such an accusation can be made by
drawing once more on the experience of relief workers.
Not only was our work not held up by disorders, but
such difficulties as we met from local and central
officialdom were only of the kind which are experienced
from bureaucracies all over the world—'red tape*
and a certain inelasticity at times of crisis.
By the end of 1937 the Government had ruled for
sixteen months over an area considerably greater than
England and Wales. It had improvised a large army
out of its civilian population, and arranged for the
manufacture, at Barcelona, Cartagena, and elsewhere,
of a great part of their ammunition and equipment.
It had defended a thousand-mile long front against an
Italian expeditionary force, supported by regular
German, Moorish, and Spanish troops, and a mostly
1 The vfllage priests, usually ignorant, poor, and not very young
have often settled down in peaceful obscurity in their parishes.

